
Live & Learn Classes January – May 2021 

Below is a listing of the Live & Learn classes being offered virtually in the winter and spring of 

2021, along with instructions on how to register for these classes. Classes are available, for a 

fee, to all life members and annual members whose dues have been paid to National BNC for 

this year. There is still time to pay your dues! 

Class fees: If you wish to receive the weekly email containing the Zoom link for all of the 

following classes (and any additional ones that we can arrange in the next few months), pay 

$36. If you do this then you do NOT need to register for any particular class and can join any 

class whenever you wish. Take as many classes as you would like! 

If, however, you just wish to join us on a few specific dates, then you can pay $5 per date. 

Registration: To register for any or all classes, please send a check payable to Brandeis National 

Committee to our Registrar Irene Palter at 12320 Rosslare Ridge Road, #202, Timonium, MD 

21093. If you are paying for just a few specific dates, please include a note specifying those 

dates along with your check. 

All proceeds support the Honoring Our History Campaign. 

January Classes 

Tuesday, January 5, 1:30 pm – An Introduction to Using Zoom 

Join us to learn some of the basic features of Zoom, beyond joining a meeting. How can I 

adjust the sound? What is the Chat feature? Why can’t I see everyone else? Why do 

things look so small? We will try and answer these questions and more. 

Facilitator: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972 

Wednesday, January 6, 10:30 am – Evergreen Exteriors – An Ever-Expanding Evergreen 

The Johns Hopkins University’s Evergreen Museum and Library is closed to the public 

due to Covid. However, their director, Lori Finkelstein, has created three video tours of 

the Evergreen Exteriors to allow the public to experience the museum’s exterior 

virtually. We watched the first of these videos about the gardens at Evergreen in the 

fall. The architecture at Evergreen changed over time to accommodate the art and floral 

collections, the family, the need for entertaining, and the life of the workers maintaining 

the house and grounds. Now we will watch the second video to learn about these 

architectural changes (see Jan 20 below for part 3). 

Facilitators: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972, Leslie Sandler, 410-433-6366 

Tuesday, January 12, 1:30 pm – How to Host a Zoom Meeting 

When you serve as the host for a Zoom meeting you have special powers. You can mute 

everyone, share your screen, send people into breakout rooms, and make others wait to 

join until you admit them. In this session you will learn how to manage these powerful 

tools and become a Zoom host. 



Facilitator: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972 

Thursday, January 14, 1:30 pm – A Visit to Chile 

Join Suzanne Strutt to sample views of a fascinating South American neighbor. The tour 

will feature the Central Valley wine growing country, a spectacular museum of Chile’s 

history (and the story of its very unusual founder), and the Atacama Desert, home of 

llamas and flamingos, and the oldest, highest, and dryest desert in the world. 

Facilitator: Suzanne Strutt, 410-236-6177 

Tuesday, January 19, 1:30 pm – Learn Some Advanced Zoom Techniques 

Ready to add a virtual background? Want to save that fascinating chat? Need to leave a 

breakout room early? With some simple steps you can customize what you see during a 

Zoom meeting. Join us to learn some fun tricks to enjoying Zoom. 

Facilitator: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972 

Wednesday, January 20, 10:30 am – Evergreen Exteriors – Evergreen in the 20th Century  

Continuing with the architectural tour of Evergreen started last week (see Jan 6 above), 

we will watch the third video to learn about the architect Lawrence Hall Fowler and the 

additions made to the Evergreen building in the early half of the 20th century under his 

direction. Following the video, Lori Finkelstein, museum director, will join us for a live 

Q&A session. 

Facilitators: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972, Leslie Sandler, 410-433-6366 

Tuesday, January 26, 1:30 pm – Kovid Knitters Etc.  

Join us on Zoom to knit, crochet, or do any needlework of your choice, while being able 
to see and chat with one another. All skill levels are welcome. 
Facilitators: Merle Ann Siegelman, 410-664-8855, Norma Axel, 410-308-0827 

February Classes 

Tuesday, February 2, 10:30 am – Meet the Author – Judy Petsonk 

As a writer of historical fiction, Judy Petsonk has two aims: one is to give voice to the 

women who shaped Judaism but never got to tell the story in their own words. She 

began that project with her novel Queen of the Jews, about Queen Salome Alexandra 

(Shalom-Zion). The other is to explore "how Judaism and Jews became Jewish." In the 

first century BCE, the Hasmonean High-Priest-Kings (descendants of the Maccabees) 

who ruled Judea became more and more corrupt. The Pharisees, forerunners of the 

rabbis, won the respect of the people, and Judaism began its transformation from a 

centralized religion of animal sacrifice led by priests to the decentralized religion of 

study and debate we know today: the People of the Book. The turbulence erupted in a 

6-year civil war which cost 50,000 lives. In her new novel JUSTICE: MACCABEES AND 

PHARISEES, she tells this story from the point of view of the ex-wife of the leading 

Pharisee, Shimon ben Shetakh. 

Facilitator: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972 



 

Thursday, February 4, 1:30 pm – Jewish Museum Tour of Jews in Space  

Have you ever looked up at the sky and wondered, “What’s up there?” Jewish people 

have been wondering about the stars and planets for centuries, and the Jewish Museum 

of Maryland’s newest exhibit, Jews in Space: Members of the Tribe in Orbit, explores 

the discoveries, stories and adventures of those people. We will take a digital tour with 

a museum staff member who will give us an inside look of the exhibit, sharing how 

Jewish people thought about space in the past, the creativity of Jewish science fiction 

writers, and the bravery of Jewish astronauts. There will be time for Q&A at the end. 

Facilitator: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972 

Friday, February 12, 1:30 pm – Book Review: The Secret Chord 
A rich and utterly absorbing novel about the life of King David, from the Pulitzer Prize–

winning author of People of the Book, Geraldine Brooks. Tracing the rise of this Biblical 

hero through the voice of his seer, a young Hebrew boy subject to holy visions, the 

fabled king comes to life as he raises the guerilla army that will defeat King Saul, 

establishes his kingdom with its capital, Jerusalem, and eventually falls prey to his own 

flaws and the intrigues that result. 

Facilitator: Suzanne Strutt, 410-236-6177 

Tuesday, February 23, 1:30 pm – Kovid Knitters Etc.  
Join us on Zoom to knit, crochet, or do any needlework of your choice, while being able 
to see and chat with one another. All skill levels are welcome. 
Facilitators: Merle Ann Siegelman, 410-664-8855, Norma Axel, 410-308-0827 

March Classes 

Monday, March 1, 1:00 pm – Our Prized Possessions - Session 1 
Join us to talk about an object that you love that is in your home! Could be a 

travel souvenir, a gift from you husband, artwork, or a gift from your children or 

grandchildren. Find anything that you love and want to share with us. 

Facilitators: Leslie Sandler, 410-433-6366, Merle Ann Siegelman, 410-664-8855 

Monday, March 8, 1:00 pm – Our Prized Possessions - Session 2 
Join us to talk about an object that you love that is in your home! Could be a 

travel souvenir, a gift from you husband, artwork, or a gift from your children or 

grandchildren. Find anything that you love and want to share with us. 

Facilitators: Leslie Sandler, 410-433-6366, Merle Ann Siegelman, 410-664-8855 

 
 
 
 



Tuesday, March 9, 1:30 pm – Cooking with Brandeis – Passover Desserts presented by Diane 
Burkom 

Come join us for cooking demonstrations and also share your own versions of your 

favorite dishes or old standbys. Participants should please have some of your own 

Passover desserts to talk about and share with the group. You can watch or make the 

recipe with us; a list of ingredients for each session will be sent with the Zoom link.  

Facilitator: Susan Berman, 410-653-3886 

Tuesday, March 16, 1:30 pm – Cooking with Brandeis – Cabbage Salad presented by Honey 
Selinger 

Come join us for cooking demonstrations and also share your own versions of your 

favorite dishes or old standbys. Participants should please collect some salad recipes to 

share with the group. You can watch or make the recipe with us; a list of ingredients for 

each session will be sent with the Zoom link.  

Facilitator: Susan Berman, 410-653-3886 

Tuesday, March 23, 1:30 pm – Cooking with Brandeis – Carrot Soufflé presented by Michele 
Weisbrot 

Come join us for cooking demonstrations and also share your own versions of your 

favorite dishes or old standbys. Please share other vegetable and side dishes with the 

group. You can watch or make the recipe with us; a list of ingredients for each session 

will be sent with the Zoom link.  

Facilitator: Susan Berman, 410-653-3886 

Thursday, March 25, 10:30 am – Travel to Synagogues Along the Danube 

Photographer and author (and Brandeis alum) Fruma Markowitz will take us on a 

journey along the Danube River to view the synagogues she visited during a 2016 visit to 

Eastern Europe.  

Facilitator: Diane Burkom, 410-486-4972 

Tuesday, March 30, 1:30 pm – Cooking with Brandeis – Matzoh Candy presented by Phyl 
Cherry 

Come join us for cooking demonstrations and also share your own versions of your 
favorite dishes or old standbys. Please focus on Passover and specialty items to share 
with the group. You can watch or make the recipe with us; a list of ingredients for each 
session will be sent with the Zoom link.  
Facilitator: Susan Berman, 410-653-3886 

 

 

 

 



April Classes 

Tuesday, April 6, 1:30 pm – Cooking with Brandeis – Noodle Kugel, one sweet and one savory 
presented by Susan Berman 

Come join us for cooking demonstrations and also share your own versions of your 
favorite dishes or old standbys. Please have your versions of any noodle dish to share 
with the group. You can watch or make the recipe with us; a list of ingredients for each 
session will be sent with the Zoom link.  
Facilitator: Susan Berman, 410-653-3886 

Thursday, April 22, 1:30 pm – The World of Jacob Lawrence 
Twentieth Century African American artist Jacob Lawrence, the best known black American 

artist of the 20th century (1917–2000), was one of the first artists to break through the 

color line of New York’s segregated art world in the 1950s. The Struggle series, thirty 

intimate panels he created during the modern civil rights era, depict pivotal moments in the 

American Revolution. . . and, as he wrote, also “depict the struggles of a people to create a 

nation and their attempt to build a democracy.” His Struggle series also shows how women 

and people of color helped shape the founding of our nation. In these times of renewal for 

the recognition of powerful Black contributions to American culture, Jacob Lawrence’s 

paintings illuminate the progress of our history. Join us for a presentation of his work and its 

significance today.  

Facilitator: Suzanne Strutt, 410-236-6177 

Tuesday, April 27, 1:30 pm – Kovid Knitters Etc.  
Join us on Zoom to knit, crochet, or do any needlework of your choice, while being able 
to see and chat with one another. All skill levels are welcome. 
Facilitators: Merle Ann Siegelman, 410-664-8855, Norma Axel, 410-308-0827 

May Classes 

Wednesday, May 5, 1:00 pm – Indoor, Terrace and Container Gardening 
Our speaker will be Marcus J. Williams. He is a Home Educator and Master 

Gardener Coordinator from the University of Maryland Extension Center. Join us to hear 

his talk and get your questions answered.  

Facilitator: Leslie Sandler, 410-433-6366 

Thursday, May 6, 1:30 pm – Tips and Tricks, Hacks That Help 
Who knew that a plastic hanger with end clips could make it easy to hang a recipe up 

where you could read it? Well, someone did—along with a lot of other simple gimmicks 

using common household items to make life easier. (Better yet, she put it out there 

where we could find and use it!) Suzanne Strutt will demonstrate ten of these clever rigs 

and will supply the YouTube sources you can explore to find even more.   

Facilitator: Suzanne Strutt, 410-236-6177 

 



Wednesday, May 12, 1:00 pm – Our Maryland Waterways 
Join us to learn about the health of the Chesapeake Bay, the Inner Harbor and other 

Maryland Waterways. Our speaker will be Jen Aioso, Executive Director of Blue Waters. 

Q and A to follow her talk. 

Facilitator: Leslie Sandler, 410-433-6366 

Tuesday, May 25, 1:30 pm – Kovid Knitters Etc.  
Join us on Zoom to knit, crochet, or do any needlework of your choice, while being able 
to see and chat with one another. All skill levels are welcome. 
Facilitators: Merle Ann Siegelman, 410-664-8855, Norma Axel, 410-308-0827 


