
 

    BRANDEIS BLAST                                                                    January 15, 2023     
 

 

Articles for the February 1st Blast are due by January 24th to: Marilyn 
 

 

                                                                   WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY 

 If Montgomery County Schools are closed for inclement weather, Board Meetings and Study Group 

Events will be cancelled or transferred to Zoom.  If Montgomery County Schools are on a 2-hour delay,                                  

then all events will take place as scheduled. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

   01/24   Game Day, Leisure World Clubhouse 1, 10am 

   01/26   Spring Luncheon Committee meeting, ZOOM, 4pm 

   02/01   Board Meeting, Har Shalom 10:30 

   03/01   General Membership Meeting  & Brunch 

  

 

                  IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

In the past (pre-pandemic), we always had a pretty good idea of how many people would come to a general 
meeting.  These days we can't even make an intelligent guess.  However, we hope that we will have a 
substantial crowd, so if you plan to attend the General Membership Meeting and Brunch on Wednesday, 
March 1, we would like you to RSVP.  Even though we don't charge for this event, we need to know 
approximately how many tables to set up, etc.  Also, we will be holding elections that day, and need to know 
that we will have a quorum. 
 
If you decide to come and haven't RSVPed, that's okay, too.  Everyone is welcome.  We look forward to 

seeing a large crowd and thank you for your consideration. 
 
Please RSVP to Sue R (See your emailed Blast for info) 

 
 

                      

                                                                                        

You don’t want to miss this one!  
THEIR QUINTUPLETS - Pam & Dan interviewed by Leslie Milk 

Open Board Meeting & Brunch  - ALL MEMBERS INVITED 

Wednesday, March 1st - 10:30 

Tikvah Israel   2200 Baltimore Rd, Rockville  

 Susan F, Nina K and Sue R – Committee 
 

 

MAH JONGG CARDS   Last chance to send in for your 2023 Mah Jongg card 

It’s time to order your Mah Jongg card. 

Standard cards are $14 and Large Print cards are $15. 

Prices have increased but Brandeis will be receiving $5 for each card ordered. 

Please send your orders to: 

Barbara F 

(See your emailed Blast for info) 

Checks are due by January 25th 2023 
All checks are to be made out to BNC. 

Any questions, contact Barbara F 



 

Brandeis National Committee Greater Washington Chapter 
Invites You To 

 

  

 
 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

. 

Ballroom, Leisure World Clubhouse I 
3700 Rossmoor Boulevard, Silver Spring, MD 

 
Registration Fee: $40 Includes Continental Breakfast and Buffet Lunch 

Any amount over $25 is a charitable contribution to Brandeis National Committee’s 

 The Legacy of Louis: Inspiring Inquiry Campaign 

 
Play Bridge, Canasta, Hand and Foot, Mah Jongg, Scrabble, Rummy Q or try a new game. 
Bring your friends, your partners, or just yourself. 

 
Use the form below to let us know what you wish to play. Remember to bring a game, cards, 

or a Mah Jongg set and plan to have a relaxing fun filled time. Please do not bring card shufflers. 

For questions or concerns, call Joni S or Rita W (See your emailed flyer for phone #s. 

Please mail the completed form below with an individual $40 check for each player to 
  Arlene G by Tuesday, January 17, 2023.  (See you emailed flyer for the address.) 
Checks should be payable to BNC. It would be helpful if one person submits the checks for a group of players. 

 
 

 

Please print 
 

 

Name:    
 
 

Phone: Email:     
 

               I am playing (game) with ,  
 
 

            ,   
 
 

  I would like to play (game), but I need playmates. 
 

 

Enclosed is $    
 

for (number of players) 

 

aka 

 



 

 
 

 

 

                     

                  Study Guide: pages 4-7, Registration page: 8 
      

 

“Let’s Do Lunch” 

     February 8th 

          Botanero Restaurant – 800 Pleasant Drive Suite160 (King Farm Village Center Rockville 

       A cozy neighborhood restaurant serving globally inspired small plates 

Please let Bobbye know by February 1st if you will be joining us.                               

Bobbye H (See your emailed Blast for info) 
 

 
 

 

     IT’S BACK!! 
We are welcoming back our Jewelry and Handbag sale at our April 10th Board Meeting, (all are welcome to attend). 
You can start  bringing in your costume jewelry and “better”  handbags to the Board Meeting on February 1, 2023. 

   Margie L                   Carolyn A 
 

        
 

LUNCH ‘n’ LEARN 
Mark your Calendar 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Congregation Har Shalom 

Women of Stature 

Stories from Afar 

Our speakers will be an Israeli Druze and  a radiologist from Turkey. 

Box lunches catered by Moti’s Kosher Market 

More information coming soon 
 

   
   ****************************************************************************************************** 

 
 

 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE                        

If you know of any member of our Brandeis community who has had a death or illness in the family BNC 

will send a complimentary card to that person from the chapter.  If you would like to share a simcha in 

your family, we will be happy to include your good news in the Simcha Gram published biweekly in the 

Brandeis Blast. 

Lois F (See you emailed Blast for info) 
 

 

 

 

TRIBUTE CARDS                       

Are you celebrating a special event, such as a birthday or a wedding?  Please support Brandeis by sending 

celebratory cards.  Choose from Sustaining the Mind, Scholarship or Book Fund. 

Contact Linda Hofberg for levels of tax-deductible donations. 

Cards will be mailed when your check is received.  

Linda H  (See your emailed Blast for info)  

                                    To ensure your receiving the Brandeis Blast, make sure you have: 

                                               BrandeisWashington@gmail.com in your contact list. 
 

mailto:BrandeisWashington@gmail.com


 
  24.  Tour of Beautiful Greece         
 Be an armchair traveler as one of our favorite tour guides, Jacob Shoshan,  

leads us on an exploration of Jewish culture and landmarks in Greece!  
 

Please call Gail R is you want to attend. (See your emailed Blast for info) 

Join us on a trip to Thessaloniki and Athens, home to ancient and special 
Jewish communities – and the site of many tragic events during the years 
of the Holocaust.  A beautiful and fascinating cradle of Western Civilization, 
Greece was a haven for many of the Jews who left Spain after the Edict of Expulsion.  

Date: Thursday, January 19 
Time: 10:30 – 12:00 

   Cost:  $20.00 
   Location:  Zoom 
   Enrollment: 20 – Minimum, No Maximum  
 
  

 25.  Equality and Diversity in Jewish Spaces 
 

What is it like to be a Jew of color? Hazzan Sabrina Sojourner, a Jewish 
woman of color, is a community chaplain and spiritual leader for the 
Charles E. Smith Life Communities campus. She’s among many Jewish 
women of color calling on the broader Jewish community to stand 
together “at the intersection of racism, sexism and anti-Semitism. . . 
against white supremacy, patriarchy and religious oppression in all its forms . . . .” She 
recently launched “Training the Heart to Listen,” a new tool for congregations to create 
transformational conversations for diversity and inclusion.  
She also teaches on a variety of topics and tends to life-cycle events, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs 
for unaffiliated families in the Greater Washington D.C. area and across the country.   
 

                    
 Date: Monday, January 30 
 Time: 1:30 – 2:30 
 Cost:  $20.00, $22 at the door 
 Location:  Tikvat Israel, 2200 Baltimore Rd, Rockville 
 Enrollment:  15 – Minimum, No Maximum  

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 26.  The Gardner Museum Heist                          
   In the early morning hours of March 18, 1990, a vehicle pulled up near the side entrance of 

the Gardner Museum.  Two men in police uniforms pushed the Museum buzzer, stated they 

were responding to a disturbance and requested to be let in.  The guard on duty broke 

protocol and allowed them through the employee entrance.  At the fake officers’ request, he 

stepped away from the watch desk.  He and another security guard were handcuffed in the 

basement and the thieves departed 81 minutes later with 13 of the Gardner’s works of art. 

   Now over 30 years after the theft, Stephen Kurkjian, who was the principal reporter on the 

case for The Boston Globe, has written a gripping account of the still-unsolved heist. In Master Thieves, Kurkjian reveals 

how the two criminal gangs battling for control of the Boston under-world knew of the museum’s poor security and 

had a motive: to pressure an exchange that would result in the release of one gang’s leader from federal prison. 

 

   Date: Thursday, February 2 

   Time: 11:00 – 12:00 

   Cost:  $20.00 

   Location:  Zoom  

   Enrollment:  15 – Minimum, No Maximum                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5. The Miracle of Meringue           

  Rescheduled program 

Do you know what a meringue is and how to make one?  Did you ever attempt to 

make a meringue, but it just did not work?  Meringue is a type of dessert, cookie, or 

candy often associated with Italian, Swiss, and French cuisine.  Traditionally it is made 

from whipped egg whites and sugar, but it must be handled correctly to get the best 

results.  Join us in Beth’s kitchen to learn the tricks and how to make some delicious 

meringue treats! 

The parking is $1 per hour plus a $0.50 processing fee.  There are three free spots in the loading dock that can be 

used for up to three hours. 

Date:  Thursday, February 9 

Time: 1:00 – 2:30 

Cost: $20 

Location: The home of Beth S 

Enrollment: 6 – Minimum, 14 – Maximum  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

  

 
27.  The Vow: A Love Story and the Holocaust 
 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day with us by learning about an incredible love story. Join Michael 
Ruskin as he presents his book, The Vow: A Love Story and the 
Holocaust.  Mr. Ruskin's book is based on the lives of his late parents 
David and Dora Ruskin who were Holocaust survivors from Lithuania. 
Beginning from the couples’ early childhood in the 1930s, the book 
depicts their special bond amidst the death and destruction of the 
Holocaust through their liberation and arrival to America.   The book is 
more than an account of the unimaginable horrors his parents went 
through; it is also a tribute to their love, faith, and courage to survive. Their relationship truly 
exemplifies the strength of the human spirit.  This was the message they wanted to leave for 
humanity, but unfortunately their words were never heard.  This book will be their “voice” for 
humanity to remember. 
 
Dates: Tuesday, February 14          
Time:   11:00 – 12:00 
Cost:   $20 
Location: Zoom  
Enrollment:  10 – Minimum, No Maximum 

 

28.  Kinky Boots at The Olney Theatre 
 
Join us for a delightful afternoon of lunch and a trip to Olney Theatre. The 
uplifting Tony, Grammy, and Olivier Award-winning hit by superstar Cyndi 
Lauper lands on the Olney Theatre Mainstage in spike heels and ready to 
strut. Charlie Price is desperately trying to save his family’s shoe factory, 
when an encounter with Lola, a London drag queen in need of a quick 
repair for her boot, unites them in a new business venture. For their plan 
to work, the macho culture of Charlie’s economically depressed industrial 
hometown is going to have to co-exist with the gender-fluid exuberance 
of Lola and her queens. Hilarious and moving, Kinky Boots is an optimistic, 21st Century tale 
of finding community and family in unlikely circumstances. 
 
Date:  Wednesday, February 15 
Time: 12:00 – 4:00, the theatre production begins at 2:00 
Cost: $52 plus the cost of lunch 
Location: Olney Theatre, 2001 Olney Sandy Spring Rd, Olney 
Enrollment: 25 – Minimum, 40 – Maximum  

 
 

 



 
 

  29. Hand, Knee, and Foot   
Attention Canasta Players 

   Come and join the fun and learn to play Hand, Knee, and Foot, also    
known as Triple Play.  If you like Canasta, you will LOVE Hand, Knee, 
and Foot!  Come learn the fundamentals of this popular game in two 
sessions taught by Mitzi E.  Get your Canasta group together to learn this version of the 
game that is so popular! 

  The PREREQUISITE for this activity is experience as a canasta player. 
    

Date:  Tuesdays, February 21 and February 28 
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 
Cost:  $18 
Location: The home of Mitzi E  
Enrollment: 4 – Minimum, 8 – Maximum  
 

30.  Beginning Mah Jongg    
       

Do you need refresher lessons if you haven’t played in a long time 
or maybe have never played before?  This is the class for you to 
learn from the pros!  In only three short and enjoyable lessons, you 
will be ready to start your own group.  
 Please bring a 2023 Mah Jongg card. 

         

Date:  Tuesdays, March 7, 14, and 21 
Time: 10:00 – 12:00 
Cost:  $18 
Location:  The home of Rita W 
Enrollment: 4 – Minimum, 8 – Maximum  
 

31. Art of Fire 
Art of Fire is a state-of-the-art glass blowing studio located in a  
renovated dairy barn in the Agricultural Reserve in northern  
Montgomery County.  First, join us for lunch and then artist 
Forest Holcomb will give us a history of the studio and demonstrate  
how to blow a glass piece from beginning to finished product. 

   
Date:  Thursday, March 9 
Time: 1:30 – 2:30, lunch at 12:00                              
Cost:  $18 

   Location: 7901 Hawkins Creamery Rd, Gaithersburg 
   Enrollment: 10 – Minimum, 20 – Maximum  

 



 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
 
 

NAME                      
 
PHONE #                                                  
 
EMAIL                   
 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $    

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $   

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $   

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $   

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $   

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $   

 

EVENT #____ TITLE         $   

                                                                                     
        T0TAL COST: $   

 

SEND STUDY GUIDE REGISTRATION CHECKS PAYABLE TO BNC TO: 
GAIL R 

If you cannot print this page, please use an 8 ½ x 11 in. paper to write the information  
using the format of this registration page 

 
 


