
1 
 

Bulletin 
  May – June 2019    

 

 
 

‘Summer Special’ on Study Groups 

Open to All Members for just $10 each 
 

Tea and Topics, Contemporary Literature, Movies and Munchies,  
and Couples Enjoying Food, Fun and Friendship  

All Meet through August 
 

Take advantage of a special offer as these popular study groups are open to all 
Brandeis members for the summer bargain price of just $10 each (plus possible small 

additional costs for some events).  Join for summer and ‘test drive’ all four.  The three mainly social 
groups are a great way to meet the people you often don’t get to mix with before traditional study groups.  
Send your $10 registration fee (check made out to BNC) to Barbara Howard, 1140 Pasadero Drive, 
Escondido, CA  92029. 

 
 

 

 

 

        
                          Such a Deal! 
15-Month Membership Sale for New Members 
 

                           Join any time after April 1,  

         and dues are PAID THROUGH June 30, 2020  
 

 Invite your friends, think of recent retirees,  

 acquaintances from temples (or churches),  

 chavarah groups, your neighborhood. 

  Tell them about BNC, our programs, our study groups. 

  We’re bright, we’re interesting, 

        and we will happily welcome them. 
 

Just give their names to membership chair Iris Kanter (Irisnk@comcast.net or  847-912-8739) 

                 Annual Dues $60 

                               Couples Annual Dues $100 – (spouse, significant other) 
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President’s Message 

 
Dear Friends,  
 

I hope spring has treated you well and that whatever April showers we 

experienced....bring you May flowers! 
 

Our Book & Author Luncheon, under the able chairs, Barbara Howard and Myra 

Brand was a special afternoon. As Book & Author is an historical event for all BNC 

chapters, having three fascinating and articulate authors (along with a delicious lunch 

and beautiful venue) exemplified the best of our programming. 
 

Those participating in the Freshman Book event felt even more connected to those Brandeis students whose 

studies we support through our philanthropy. 
 

As spring blossoms on the Waltham campus, graduation will feature a group of true intellects. 
 

Historian and author Deborah E. Lipstadt, MA’72, PhD’76, will deliver the Commencement address at the 68th 

Commencement on Sunday, May 19. Lipstadt and six other distinguished individuals will be awarded honorary 

degrees at the ceremony in the Gosman Sports and Convocation Center. 
 

In her book “History on Trial” (2005), she chronicled the London courtroom battle that erupted when English 

author David Irving filed a libel suit against her in the United Kingdom for having called him a Holocaust denier. 

After a 10-week trial, Irving lost his case, and the proceedings exposed the true depth of his association with neo-

Nazi groups. “History on Trial” became the basis for the critically acclaimed 2016 feature film “Denial,” starring 

Rachel Weisz. 
 

Other honorary degree recipients will be Rivka Carmi, pediatrician, neonatologist, medical geneticist, and former 

president of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev; Jon Landau ’68, music executive, writer, and visionary; Chinese 

novelist Cixin Liu; philanthropist Barbara Mandel P’73; financier and former Brandeis Board of Trustees chair Perry 

Traquina ’78; and Susan Windham-Bannister PhD’77, innovation executive, and the former president and CEO of the 

Massachusetts Life Sciences Center. 
 

In the midst of this august group will be the class of ’19 - off to adventures, graduate learning and hoping to make 

the difference in the world that a Brandeis education implies. 
 

To read more about what’s happening at Brandeis University I encourage you to sign on to brandeis.edu/now/ to 

read in depth about what our organization supports by being the largest Friends of the Library in the world. And 

we have grown so far beyond our original Mission….through the efforts and passion of members such as we. 
 

Happy Spring….and we look forward to seeing you at all of our upcoming events. 

Linda Epstein   
 
 
    

                                                         MISSION STATEMENT 
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing philanthropic support to 
Brandeis University, a distinguished liberal arts and research university founded by 
the American Jewish community.  Its membership is connected to the university 
through fundraising and through activities that reflect the values on which the 

university was founded: academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism 
and service to the community. 
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Nominations of Officers and Standing Committees – 2019-2020 
 

 

OFFICERS  
President – Linda Epstein 
Vice President – Elaine Eisenberg 
Treasurer – Arthur Birnbaum  
Financial Secretary – Myrna Gale 
Recording Secretary – Duxie Smukler  
Corresponding Secretary – Bea Sklarewitz 
Nominating Committee –    
  
STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Bulletin – Jane Polgar  
Community Service – Sharon Kroopkin 
Graphic Artist – Barbara Howard  
Mailing and Emails – Joan Kushinoff  
Membership –     
Photographer – Sue Berger  
Publicity – Jane Polgar  
Seacrest Liaison – Ida Shreiber  
Special Events (Fund Raising) – Phyllis Perkal   
Study/Social Groups – Iris Kanter and Myra Brand; Barbara Howard, Registrar 
Sunshine —  
Tributes (Book Fund) – Cheryl Kaufman   
Website – Joan Kushinoff, Jane Polgar  
 
Board Member at Large – Gayle Wise 
 

 
You’ve noticed some empty spaces? Please fill them in. Join the board, find friendship and fun. 

 
Especially needed – a co-chair for Membership. 

Newcomers will have plenty of guidance and support. 
Contact any of this year’s officers – see box below. 

 
With thanks to the Nominating Committee: Myra Brand, Iris Kanter, Phyllis Perkal, Gayle Wise.     
 
         

 
 

                                                         

                                                     Officers 2018 - 2019 

President – Linda Epstein         linda228@mac.com 

Vice President –   Elaine Eisenberg            eisenem2@aol.com 

Treasurer – Arthur Birnbaum                  abirnbaum15@gmail.com   

Financial Secretary – Myrna Gale            galemyrna@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary – Duxie Smukler         dsmukler@san.rr.com 

Corresponding Secretary – Bea Sklarewitz          aquariusbea@roadrunner.com 

Special Events Chair – Phyllis Perkal       phyllisperkal@san.rr.com 

      The Bulletin is published every other month by the San Dieguito Chapter of the Brandeis National Committee 

                                 Editor: Jane Polgar   janepolgar@roadrunner.com   760-633-2259 

 

                         See our chapter website at http://blogs.brandeis.edu/bncsandieguito     
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Book & Author Luncheon 
Three excellent speakers shared fascinating stories of their lives, journeys, and writing experiences.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks go to (left to right) author T.B. Smith, co-chair Barbara Howard, authors Allen Wittenborn 
and Susan Meissner, and co-chair Myra Brand. 

 

          
         WE DID IT! 
         But wait, there’s more. 

The BNC Magnify the Mind campaign has exceeded its initial goal of 

$500,000 for the two-photon resonance microscope. We raised over 

$644,000! 

Now we are hoping to raise an additional $236,000 by June 30 in order to complete the state-of-the-art 
microscopy center. Additional equipment and preparation for the space are the next steps for using the microscope to 
its fullest potential.  
 

Join the Honor Roll of members.  You can still help with a donation of any size, check made out to BNC, mailed to 
Phyllis Perkal, 17559 Adena Lane, San Diego 92128.    You can also send $25 Magnify the Mind tribute cards, or simply 
attend our events, all of which raise funds. 
  
And did you know – this specialized microscope was developed by a Brandeis graduate?  

Joshua Trachtenberg is currently professor of neurobiology at UCLA. He graduated from Brandeis in 1990 with a degree 

in biology and has gone on to do great things, including co-creating the resonant scanning two-photon microscope.  
  
The microscope helps researchers understand and image large networks of neurons to show which cells and networks 
are involved with specific memories. The two-photon microscope is a major breakthrough that gives scientists the 
brightest, most highly resolved images obtained without damaging cells. 
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                        Meet a Member 

                        Suzie Kaplan 

 

 

                        Early Years, Education and Family Life 

Suzie was born and raised in Los Angeles. She studied at UCLA and UC 

Berkeley. 

Suzie met Neil on a blind date just 3 days after he was released from the army. That was 55 years ago.  They have two 

sons: Gregory and Jeffrey. Greg, works for the U.S. government’s Department of Homeland Security. He and his wife 

Shannon, a scientist working for Ilumina, have two children who are the joy of Suzie and Neil’s life.   Alyssa is a 

cheerleader at University City H.S. and Joshua competes year-round in several sports. Suzie spends much of her time 

being chauffeur-in-chief and getting the children to all kinds of after school activities.  Jeffrey is married to Elissa, a 

scientist with a Doctorate in Public Health. He is chef/owner of Rowley Farmhouse Ales, a gastro brew pub in  

Santa Fe, NM. 

Career and Hobbies 

Suzie had a long career as Administrative Director of Camp Ronald Mc Donald for Good Times, a camp for children with 

cancer. She and Neil also had second careers owning bookstores in Encino and Cambria. When not busy with family and 

friends and their dog, Max, Suzie enjoys volunteering for Camp and for the USS Midway Museum as well as traveling and 

visiting friends and family in Los Angeles and Santa Fe.  

BNC 

After moving to San Diego about 12 years ago to be closer to family, Suzie discovered Brandeis, and San Dieguito 

discovered her. She was a co-president with Lenore Shapp and found a lifelong friend as a result.  She filled in a vacancy 

as co-membership chairman and mailing chairman, and can always be counted on to help in any way where she is 

needed.  Currently she helps with our special events. 

Suzie told me that that her family believed in volunteerism and taught her that at a very young age.  BNC fulfills her 

needs as it provides opportunities for community service both off and on the Board, offers study groups, most of which 

have an educational component, and hosts many events which allow for support of Brandeis University. 

                                                                                                                                     Elaine Eisenberg 

 
 
 

          The Latest San Dieguito Directory Is Online 
 

We have a secure, current Directory on our chapter website, updated late February.  
The entire membership is at your fingertips.  
Take a look at http://blogs.brandeis.edu/bncsandieguito/.   
Find and click on the ‘Directory’ tab. Enter this password, BNCcontacts, and click on 
the Directory. You only have to sign in the first time you access it. Also, stay in the 
know with the monthly calendar posted on the website, and enjoy the Photo Gallery 

of Past Events slide shows.  
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THE BRANDEIS CONNECTION                                      

 
 
Historian and author Deborah E. Lipstadt, MA ’72, PhD ’76, will deliver the Commencement address at the 
University’s 68th Commencement on Sunday, May 19.  
 

Dr. Lipstadt, one of the world’s foremost authorities on the Holocaust, is the Professor of Modern Jewish History and 
Holocaust Studies at Emory University. She is probably most known for a libel suit filed against her by the Holocaust 
denier David Irving. 
 

In her book History on Trial, she describes the London courtroom battle that occurred when English author David Irving 
filed a libel suit against her because she had labeled him a denier.  After a 10-week trial (in Great Britain one must prove 
innocence, not guilt), he lost his case, and the proceedings exposed his association with neo-Nazi groups. The book was 
the basis for the 2016 feature film “Denial,” starring Rachel Weisz. 
 

Brandeisian nearly knocks out ‘Jeopardy’ all-time champ 
 

Even if you’re not a ‘Jeopardy’ viewer, you’ve probably heard of the all-time big winner James Holzhauer currently (at 
the time of writing) appearing and winning nightly. He was ALMOST eliminated except for a mere $18 in the Final 
Jeopardy round on April 29th by Adam Levin '94, now Sports Information Director for Brandeis Athletics.  Levin got his 
start in competitive trivia at Brandeis as a member of the Brandeis College Bowl team (now called the Quiz Bowl). Read 
more about his exciting half hour at http://www.brandeis.edu/now/2019/april/levin-holzhauer-jeopardy.html. 
For Adam Levin’s fascinating first-hand account, including behind the scenes taping of the show, enjoy 
http://www.brandeis.edu/now/2019/april/jeopardy-adam-levin.html. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Save the Date!  
   

 

         Wed., June 12 – Appreciation Brunch for Study Group Leaders   
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Celebrate! 
                    Happy Birthday 
   May 3 - Carol Shakter 
  May 13 – Florence Sachs 
 May 20 – Sarah Birnbaum 
 May 31  - Sue Berger 
 
 June 5 – Alice Chary 
 June 10 – Jane Polgar  
 June 10 - Suzie Kaplan 

      June 11 – Charles Mittman 
                                                           June 15 – Cheryl Kaufman 
                                                           June 28 – Geri Shaeval 

 

                             Happy Anniversary 
                                                                        May 4 – Nancy Russian & Luis Rodriquez 
                                                                        May 21 – Iris Kanter & Mitch Friedman 
                                                                        May 26 – Barbara & Sheldon Howard  
                                                                        May 26 - Sharon & Michael Kroopkin 
                                                                        May 27 – Carol & James McCall 

 
                                                                       June 7 – Cynthia & Gilbert Raff 
                                                                       June 20 – Suzie & Neil Kaplan 
                                                                       June 21 – Sarah & Mark Birnbaum 
                                                                       June 23 – Ilene & Charles Mittman 
                                                                       June 27 – Cheryl & Herschel Kaufman 
                                                                       June 30 – Bev & Joe Fremont 

 

 
     If you wish to have your special occasion appear here, don’t be shy. 
    Contact Cheryl Kaufman at herscheryl@gmail.com    619-578-2308 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                   Get Well 

                                                                                                         Myrna Gale 

                                                                                                 Barbara Schwartz 
 

 
 

                                                                               With Sympathy  

                                                           The family of Dorothy Katz  
 
 

 

If you have any ‘sunshine’ or sadness to share, please contact Sondra Albers 
happysondra@gmail.com  or   760-805-1877 

If you wish to be informed of the passing of a chapter member or their close relatives, send your email address 

to Gayle Wise@gwise2@aol.com, and you will receive notices. 

 



8 
 

 

TRIBUTES 

                                  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Special Book Collection 
To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Renee Parker 

 

Learned Research Journal in Medical Research 
                  To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, From Phyllis & Milt Perkal 

 

Magnify the Mind Card 
To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Judy Allegan 

To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Suzie & Neil Kaplan 
To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Lenore Shapp 

To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Jane & Peter Polgar 
To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Ida Shreiber 

To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Harriet and Maneck Wadia 
 

Louis Brandeis Card 
To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Marcia & Norm Abelson 

To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Ellyn Clark 
To Sondra Albers, in memory of husband, Bill Albers, from Ida Shreiber. 

To Richard & Stephen Katz, in memory of mother, Dorothy Katz, from Cheryl & Herschel Kaufman 
 

Light of Reason Card 
To Sondra Albers, in memory of husband, Bill, from Suzie & Neil Kaplan 

To Evelyn Kern, Happy Birthday, from Dorothy Katz 
To Marilyn Saxe, Happy Birthday, from Dorothy Katz 

To Norm Zall, Happy Birthday, from Dorothy Katz 
To Linda Epstein, Speedy Recovery, from Cheryl & Herschel Kaufman 

To Dorothy Katz, Speedy Recovery, from Jane & Peter Polgar 
                                               To Dorothy Katz, Speedy Recovery, from Cheryl & Herschel Kaufman 

To Dorothy Katz, Speedy Recovery, from Sarah & Mark Birnbaum 
To Linda Epstein, Speedy Recovery, from Sarah & Mark Birnbaum 

  
 

TO SEND A TRIBUTE, CONTACT CHERYL KAUFMAN     
herscheryl@gmail.com    619-578-2308 

              $501 Major Book Collection     $25.50 Sustaining the Mind Card 
               $101-$499 Special Book Collection                               $25.50 Magnify the Mind Card - NEW   
               $56 Learned Research Journal for Medical Research  $18.50 Louis Brandeis Card (Chai) 
 $36 Learned Research Journal                                                           $10.50 BNC Library Photo Card  
              $25.50 (or more) BNC Scholarship Campaign Card     $10.50 Book Fund Tribute Card  
                                       Mail checks to 3450 Third Avenue, Unit 206, San Diego, CA  92103 
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In Memory                                                               

 

         

A Personal Tribute   

 

I have a philosophy that as we lose family, our friends take on a much more 

important and influential role in our lives. 

 

Dorothy Katz was more than a friend to me and in extension to BNC. She was 

dedicated in a way that influenced those who had the privilege to know her 

and work with her. 

 

I said in 2000 when I was asked to be the National President that I would 

only take on the responsibility if Dorothy agreed to be the National 

Treasurer; how fortunate I was - as was the organization - that she agreed. 

 

Our numerous trips to Waltham were adventures unto themselves....and she 

proved resilient and reliable to a degree that emboldened me. She explained 

the financial issues clearly and always with the needs and future of the organization uppermost in her mind. 

 

As we became closer (when my San Diego chapter was welcomed into San Dieguito), our personal lives meshed even 

more. I saw her face personal and family challenges with grace and patience....and as I faced my own issues, her 

phone calls increased....to the very last night before she left us. 

 

Even at this very moment, when something occurs or there’s something I need to share, my hand goes to the phone 

to call her. As with those we love and lose, she will always be with me, and her influence on so many will endure. 

 

“A woman of valor, her value is above jewels....” 

 

Gayle Wise, 

Fellow 

Brandeis University 

 

 

 

 

In response to requests from many members, an email message was sent concerning tributes for Dorothy Katz.    

Reprinted here in case you wish to participate: 

Dorothy served as National BNC Treasurer, Vice President, and board member, as well as chapter president, treasurer, 

and as a board member for many years. The board suggested that all future tribute donations be combined and 

designated toward one fund as a large, meaningful major gift in her honor. All gifts will be individually acknowledged.  

Please mail your contribution, if you so wish, to Cheryl Kaufman, 3450 Third Avenue, Unit 206, San Diego, CA  92103 

(herscheryl@gmail.com    619-578-2308). Cheryl will be out of town until May 19, so if you have any questions please 

contact Gayle Wise (gwise2@aol.com).

 


