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Bulletin 
                        

 September - October 2020   
    

 

 

San Dieguito Chapter Invites you to 

Book & Author Conversations 

 
Meet Acclaimed Author Lisa See 

October 22 at 11:00 a.m. PDT 

  Via Zoom  
 

  Instead of a Luncheon, we offer   

       Book & Author Conversations 

 

 

Lisa See is the well-known author of many prize-winning novels, 

 including The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane 

 Shanghai Girls and The Island of Sea Women   

 

         $18 to benefit the BNC Honoring our History Campaign 

           (please use the mail-in form on the last page)  
 

The Zoom link/invitation will be sent to your email address.    

Watch for reminder emails with more information. 
 

 

 

                And save the date! 
                     November 17 at 11:00 a.m. 

                    We welcome Deborah Gaal  
                 author of The Dream Stitcher, a prize-winning first novel    
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President’s Message 
 

 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

 

If anyone ever had concerns about participating during the new style 

Opening Meeting, they were laid to rest as we all greeted one another 

from our computers, iPads and cell phones. Each study group leader 

spoke and shared their enthusiasm and plans for Zooming our upcoming 

programs....including a very special Book and Author Conversation with 

Lisa See!  

 

 Thanks go to Iris Kanter and Myra Brand and all the leaders sharing their time to keep our 

chapter busy and happy, offering our customary opportunities for learning and socializing....even at a 

distance. 

 

 Needless to say, Brandeis University is doing all (and more) to keep students and faculty safe 

during this challenging time. But, life goes on in academia, and one special announcement is that Linda 

Heller Kamm ’61 has been appointed to the Board of Trustees. Ms. Kamm, was the first woman appointed 

as general counsel to a US cabinet department and has demonstrated an enduring commitment to social 

justice and to Brandeis. 

 

 The following link, https://www.brandeis.edu/now/events/index.html (BrandeisNOW) will provide 

some remarkable programming for all of to continue to be even more connected to the University and 

the students we strive to support. 

 

 As we face the challenges that have become unique to the past year, I salute our members and 

our board who have strived to maintain a sense of normalcy as we look forward to seeing each 

other....and one day hugging in person. 

 

 To those who observe, I wish you a sweet and safe New Year with the promise of peace in the 

coming year. 

 

With gratitude.... 

Linda 

  
 

 

 

                       

Mission Statement: Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished liberal arts and research 

university founded by the American Jewish community.  Its membership is connected 

to the university through fundraising and through activities that reflect the values on 

which the university was founded: academic excellence, social justice, 

nonsectarianism and service to the community

https://www.brandeis.edu/now/events/index.html
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                                                                          Opening Meeting 
 

The Zoomed Opening Meeting was perfect – as many as 50 attendees plus significant others, and no technical hitches. 
The interesting and enticing Study and Social Groups as described by their coordinators, make us eager to begin. 
Everyone can attend these groups ‘come as you are’, no driving involved – what could be easier?  
 
Thank you, Iris Kanter and Myra Brand, co-chairs of the Study and Social Groups, for organizing our education and 
entertainment for the year! Thanks also go to registrar Barbara Howard, and to Barbara and Joan Kushinoff for their 
invaluable technical help. 
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         Thank You for Your Donations! 

Although the Opening Meeting was virtual, our community service was very real and 
generous. Both Jewish Family Service and the Community Resource Center were grateful 
for our food donations.  

JFS has a new program to meet the extra need during the Covid-19 pandemic. Project 19 
delivers boxes of groceries or freshly frozen meals to housebound seniors. The Loonin 
Family Kitchen increased capacity from 400 to over 1,600 meals daily and is now non-
kosher in order to supply greater amounts of food. It does provide pre-made kosher 
meals where needed.   

JFS has several food programs including the free Corner Market and Foodmobile delivery service. The Corner Market 
is closed for now, but there is drive-thru food distribution at JFS headquarters where anyone in need can receive a 
bag of groceries. 

The Community Resource Center, located in Encinitas, provides dignified shopping where people can select their own 
foods and distributes to the homeless and those with disabilities, families with emergency needs, and domestic 
violence victims. Lessons in cooking and nutrition are provided, and CRS provides shelter, clothing, counseling and job 
assistance.  
 
Thanks go to all who donated and delivered their contributions, and to the committee: Linda Epstein, Gayle Wise, 
Elaine Eisenberg, Mike Kroopkin, and especially Community Service Chair, Sharon Kroopkin. 
 
 
 

Updates and Details about Study Groups 
 

Jewish-Themed Films - The title of the first film we will be watching is Ark Shanghai which is available on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NZWCkNFddM 
 

TED Talks - Dr. Mitch Friedman will present The Science behind Vaccines and Therapeutics on Friday, October 23. This 
group will not meet during November and December but will resume in January. Additional presentations tentatively 
scheduled so far include: 
 

 The Future of Television Entertainment during the Pandemic presented by Nicolette Friedman, Television 
Scripted Development for Disney 

 Dementia presented by Dr. Tim Zimnowodzki, Neurologist  

 Genealogy - Researching Your Family Tree presented by Carol Robinson, experienced genealogist who has 
traced numerous family histories using a variety of records 

 Life During the Holocaust  presented by Vera Burstyn, a Holocaust survivor from Hungary 

 

Most Study and Social Groups Begin in October.  
Meantime, to our Jewish members, 
have a happy, safe, and healthy New Year. 
 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NZWCkNFddM
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                                      Meet a Member  

 

                                             Myra Brand     

 

                                                 Early Years and Work life 
 

Myra was born and raised in Schenectady, N.Y.  She was awarded a NY State Regents Scholarship and 
graduated from Alfred University with a B.A. in Education. Myra knew she wanted to become a teacher from 
childhood.  It was at college that she met her husband Jonathan, whom she calls Jonny.  Jonny was a banker 
and commuted to NYC for much of his career before obtaining a position closer to home. 
 
After marriage Myra taught science in middle school in Sunnyside, Queens, and then all grades of elementary 
school in Plainview, Long Island, where the family had moved. She had a 27 year career while raising a family. 
Myra got her MA in Early Childhood Education at Long Island University. 
 
   
                                                                                   Family and Interests 
 

Their son Aaron, who works in finance, got a job in Carlsbad, and as she was ready to retire, Myra and Jonny 
moved to Rancho Bernardo about four years ago. Their daughter Emily found a job as a bio technology 
scientist and lives in Encinitas. About a year ago Myra and Jonny moved to Carlsbad.  Myra tells me that she is 
a “gym rat” and is taking Yoga classes outdoors, enjoys painting by numbers, acrylics and painting rocks. She 
loves animals and has a dog named Willie, and in better times plays Mah Jongg, Canasta and enjoys two, soon 
to be three, book clubs. 
 
                                                                                           BNC 
 

Myra was introduced to our chapter by Barbara Howard. As an interesting aside, she met Lenore Shapp whose 
granddaughter she had taught in first grade on Long Island and whose mother, Lenore’s daughter-in-law, 
remains a friend to this day.  She met Iris Kanter and they hit it off really well and have worked together as co-
chairwomen of our Study and Social Groups. Additionally she has chaired our Book & Author Luncheon, 
Fashion Show and other fund raising and social activities. 
 
Myra says she found what she was looking for in our chapter—lovely, warm, accepting, bright, energetic and 
hamish women.  The same could be said for Myra herself—who is a wonderful addition to our chapter board. 
 
                                                                                                                                
 
                                                                                                                                                               Elaine Eisenberg                                                                                                     
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          THE BRANDEIS SCOOP 
(News from the University BNC Supports) 
 
     Why is this semester at Brandeis  
     different from all other fall semesters?  

 

Brandeis welcomed students back to campus in late August, 
almost as always. But the university has made changes in 

residence halls and has housing for potential isolation and quarantine needs. Undergraduates will live in on-
campus housing this semester, taking a mix of in-person, online and combination classes.  

It’s worth a glance at the many pages of rules and explanations at https://www.brandeis.edu/fall-
2020/healtha-safety/responsibility.html-  just to see how carefully the university has laid out plans to protect 
everyone. The ‘move in’ was spread out over many days rather than just one. They have thought of every 
contingency, from handwashing and physical distancing, to 
sanitation of surfaces, masks (almost constantly required), 
classroom ‘etiquette’, workplace policy, testing (twice a week for all 
on campus), what to do if one shows symptoms or is exposed, and – 
heaven forbid – a plan in case of a large outbreak. They plan to be 
very strict about keeping the rules for everyone’s safety. 
 
We wish all on campus a happy, safe and healthy year!            
 

 

 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

         We hope you are receiving emails from the Brandeis National Committee.  
                  If not, check out  Brandeis National Committee at bnc@brandeis.edu   
 

Through this website, you can sign up to hear talks and lectures….including any you might have missed - from 
alumni and faculty lectures to book discussions to challah baking and more.  
 
 

 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
The New Student Forum Book Discussion will most likely be online. It is unfortunate 
our chapter cannot have our traditional lunch and discussion, along with a DVD 
meeting with the author, but we can share the Freshman Week event online at a 
later date, to be announced. 
 
This year’s book is Tell me How It Ends: An Essay in Forty Questions by Valeria 
Luiselli. It is based on the author’s work as a volunteer interpreter for Central 
American children and youth seeking asylum in the U.S. The forty questions are 
those that the asylum seekers are asked and their terrible stories and difficulties in 
responding.  

https://www.brandeis.edu/fall-2020/healtha-safety/responsibility.html-
https://www.brandeis.edu/fall-2020/healtha-safety/responsibility.html-
mailto:bnc@brandeis.edu
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                                                               TRIBUTES 
 

                  
 

 
 
 
 

                            
                                  

          

                                

  Louis Brandeis (Chai) Card 

To Larry Fulton, in memory of his mother, Sondra Albers, from Sheryl Chesivoir & Sid Shapira 
To Barbara Howard, Speedy Recovery from Neil & Suzie Kaplan 

To Sue Berger, Speedy Recovery from Suzie Kaplan 
To Barbara Howard, Speedy Recovery, from Bev & Joe Fremont 

 

Light of Reason Card 
To Jennifer Danzig, in memory of her father, Michael Danzig, from Cheryl & Herschel Kaufman 

To Mark Freed, in memory of his mother, Helen Elizabeth Freed, from Cheryl & Herschel Kaufman 
To Barbara Howard, Speedy Recovery, from Linda & Marvin Epstein 

To Sue Berger, Speedy Recovery, from Linda & Marvin Epstein 
To Phyllis Bially, Speedy Recovery, from Linda & Marvin Epstein 

 

 
TO SEND A TRIBUTE, CONTACT CHERYL KAUFMAN     

herscheryl@gmail.com    619-578-2308 
              $501 Major Book Collection     $25.50 Sustaining the Mind Card 
               $101-$499 Special Book Collection                               $25.50 Magnify the Mind Card - NEW   
               $56 Learned Research Journal for Medical Research  $18.50 Louis Brandeis Card (Chai) 
 $36 Learned Research Journal                                                           $10.50 BNC Library Photo Card  
              $25.50 (or more) BNC Scholarship Campaign Card     $10.50 Book Fund Tribute Card  
                                       Mail checks to 3450 Third Avenue, Unit 206, San Diego, CA  92103 

 
 
      

           Membership Directory and Bulletin – Print Editions 
 

Although the Membership Directory is online and a free copy will be emailed to all our members, 
if you would like to receive a print edition in the ‘snail’ mail, please send a check for $10.00 
made out to BNC, to Joan Kushinoff, 360 E. 72 St. Apt. A206, New York, NY 10021 
(kushijoan@gmail.com)  

 

Members can print the emailed edition for themselves. It is on the chapter website  
http://blogs.brandeis.edu/bncsandieguito/.  To access the website Directory, click on the 

‘directory’ tab, enter the password BNCcontacts, then click on the ‘member directory as of Dec 
2019’. NOTE you will only be asked for the password once. 
 

The Bulletin will be emailed to you every other month. It is also available on the chapter website. If you want to receive 
a print edition, you can have it mailed for $12. Please send a check made out to BNC to Joan Kushinoff at the above 
address.  

mailto:kushijoan@gmail.com
http://blogs.brandeis.edu/bncsandieguito/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CqPe9_Qr1BvX9Ssl1zSNWpQtoUTXJ_Z2wJfFUyKNaaTPqoldqljc2Xm7ojusey-XNPSQQpNvxNlAb4NhLmuisbg8CcLw_2GBpe-mC4gSgA9Dy7163J_e3j44c6J7rbIDyf_9A0gUailHHBUA2htMlQH28AaPcDSqLEtR0J7S3HQOhItKIETF4sC84MvnnxQF38jEOfc7h5_DeLSH54U1A7aau6maTKub58o8msXd4yGw7fgwqxCvruDkzQa2VXERnbljpduW4YycAMn9yUWmWQ==&c=XxTLSUJxc0ueO0UZLHmQKHtlYxT8A017aIPOa3ffVyxez6OXc4zbfA==&ch=d_3FiQ2y8Shmg3bF1YQ3awomxER5RIau33xrQbbDNhzLUEaDF4gMBQ==
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                                                      Celebrate!    

 

     
     Happy Birthday  

        

                                       Sept 4       Peter Polgar, Ilene Mittman 
                 Sept 20     Nancy Lambuth 

Sept 22     Gail West 
Sept 26     Mickey Kopol 
Oct 2         Iris Kanter 
Oct 10       Carol Shapiro 
Oct 11       Marcia Abelson 
Oct 16       Joel Kayne 
Oct 21       Duxie Smukler 
Oct 22       Maneck Wadia 
Oct 23       Lore Silberman 
Oct 27       Myra Brand 
Oct 31       Norman Abelson 

                  
 

                                 Happy Anniversary  
Sept 2      Carol & Matt Shakter 
Oct 3        Cynthia & Arthur Birnbaum 
Oct 11      Barbara & Richard Tilker                                                                                                   

 
 
  
 

     If you wish to have your special occasion appear here, don’t be shy! 
    Contact Cheryl Kaufman at herscheryl@gmail.com    619-578-2308 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get Well 
Sue Berger 

Phyllis Bially 
 

 
 

                                                   With Deepest Sympathy 
      To the family of Sandra Rubin 
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      Save the Dates! 

  
 

 

  

 

    October 22 - Book & Author Conversations with Lisa See 

    November 17 - Book & Author Conversations with Deborah Gaal                
      

 

Check out our chapter website   

 http://blogs.brandeis.edu/bncsandieguito/ 

 

 

 

 

   --------------------------------------------------------  

      RSVP for the Book & Author Conversation with Lisa See 
 

  Name_____________________________________________________________  
 

 Phone_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Email______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please mail $18 check payable to BNC and this reservation form to 

Barbara Howard, 1140 Pasadero Dr., Escondido, CA 92029 

(barbarahoward@gmail.com) 

You must include your email address in order to receive an invitation to the Zoom event. 
Proceeds benefit the BNC Honoring our History Campaign 

 

http://blogs.brandeis.edu/bncsandieguito/

